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The I&norable, 

The seere tary of Agrloultarc* 

S i r : 

Thmre wore reftoivied i n t h i s off ice for f i l i i ig in aocordanse 

with iasr ce r t a in cc r i r ac t s with the ISiuntaln Sta tes Telophaao & 

TolQgraph CoE^any and ths Paetal Telegraph-MlJable Comgany purporting 

to provide for reimbursement to the cbrtpaay of ce r t a in estiisjated 

anbunts as ths oost of resjpving the pclos ac^ l i sos which Interfered 

with thd 00 untrue t i on of new roeds dosigaated BU-J Kbuntatn Forest 

Rood Parojoots Uos* 2lt-A, 26>«A and 28-A, and i u office l e t t e r dated 

Juno 15, 1932,. the Chief of the Bureau of Publie Roads was requested 

to ini"brm tihie office as to the appropriatSon or otJajr f tad ^Siieh 

was deccaed avai lable fbr sinking the relmbur@emazit and jfor a s t a t e 

ment as to tihsther thage poles and I IEQS were iooafced on Poderal 

or Sta te leads* Ther^ haa been reoelTsd Ms l e t t e r of Augpot 10, 

1951, repsr t ing t h a t a par t of tho jpleo and l ines wore located 

on pr ivato loaids and a par t on publie l a t d s . 

The ©ontraets i n qxtestlon are as follows: 

rroE ?̂er Contr&ciaor Bst* AOD ant 

A h pr-10292 Souffltssin States Tcl . & Tel, Co* §362*72 
A il .pr-10293 postal Telei^aph-Cable Co., 332*81 
A h pp-1029i; Sountain S-feitoB Toi* & Tel* Co. 18)0*00 
A 1̂  pr-10295 " " n » « n 909l;.00 
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Tho poles to be roax)V©d under contract A h p r - 1 0 ^ 2 are r e 

ported to be on BatioraSLl fores t land ond tm- of the poles to be 

rejsoved under coEEtraet A k pr-l029ll; are reported to be on Sational 

fores t land. The rosaaindor of th© poles under contract A k p r -

1029li and the poias to be removod iinder cositract A k EB;-10293 ^ ^ 

reported to bo located on j r iva ta lissnd, and' apparently a par t of 

t]*3 polos under oontraiot A iii.5ir-10^5 s*® on Batiooal fore-st land* 

A question of the^ rgi»vai of pabiic u t i l i t y l inos oa publie 

tcroperty a t the axponse of the United S-fcates ;̂3i9a the i r reacvui 

wuis jaade aadessary bscaUs^ of the i r interf&renoe with road con

s t r uctibn. work was iihs- subject' of a deeision dated -July 22,. 1931, 

A-56I{J^. .cjopy eneioseda iThereiia i t was held tha t In t±.e abaeiaje of 

specif ic sfcatufaory autbar i ty apprepriatiQna for the construction 

of roods asad t r a i l s could r o t be used for ths purpose df absorbing 

tho oxpoass of rosoving public u t i l i t y l ihds on public lajads wlien 

they intsrfisred with, CIEB piwaEbuat aso of the United States* Th® 

j?liBiciJ3g of suoh lines, on public leaadUft arust be uEderstbod es subjcot 

to thp per(3i2ot!nt nasds oxA uses of the United S ta tds , ^sd when 

t he i r rs23Dval beooiaas naoesaary bo^ause of intorforeuoe tbersalthi 

t i ^ axpoBSiss of such reinvaH E^y jx>t bo -aimrged to ths Itoited Statea 

i n the abaenee of spfisciflc s ta tu tory atffcJority to tha t affect* 

In vioop thereof, the claims for relabtBreeEisat of the cost of 

roEDval of poles imdsr tha (wjirfcr&ots waich provide fbr ce r t a in 

renovals, i n j©rt froa public lands and i a pa r t froa pr iva te lands. 
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should be tiransiaitted to th is offiee, with a report and reaom-

igendatiouj for direet settlsiaont - tha report ahowing the propor-

tionatjo aEx>unt cf the total oxpSnditwroa which applied to the reassDval 

of the poles from pidvato lands, w^re tljs removui was necessitated 

by the road projefot* 

aespeetfully. 

Conptrollor Gonoral 
of the U3:rf.t»d States.. 
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